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In this classic fantasy novel from author Michael Ende, small and insignificant Bastian Balthazar Bux

is nobody's idea of a hero, least of all his own. Then, through the pages of an ancient, mysterious

book, he discovers the enchanted world of Fantastica, and only Bastian himself can save the fairy

people who live there. Shy, awkward Bastian is amazed to discover that he has become a character

in the mysterious book he is reading and that he has an important mission to fulfill.
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Like everyone else, my remembrances of childhood contain hazy memories of Atreyu doing battle

with Gmork, and a young Barrett Oliver as Bastian yelling "I will do what I dream!" So, in a mood to

reaffirm my youthful fantasies, I picked up a copy of Michael Ende's 1979 novel upon which the

movie was loosely based, "The Neverending Story". I was not surprised that the largely dark tone of

the movie was, of course, much darker, deeper and much more sustained in the novel. But I am not

here to compare the book to the movie, both of which are classics in their own right. Like the best of

what is considered children's literature, "The Neverending Story" has an appeal and a depth that

literally begs for continued readings as one grows older. A novel about growth, maturity, the power

(fraught as it is) of imagination, and the necessity of books to provide us with different perspectives

on our world, "The Neverending Story" is a challenging children's novel which respects its readers

enough to not treat them like children."The Neverending Story" begins as Bastian Balthazar Bux, a

fat little ten year old, picked on by his classmates and teachers, and ignored by his father, runs from

the torments of his classmates one rainy November morning before school. Ducking into Mr.



Coreander's vintage book store, Bastian suddenly finds himself in a state of mind that portends that

he has come here for a reason. Following a brusque chat with Mr. Coreander, Bastian is drawn to a

book the old man was perusing, titled "The Neverending Story," bearing a logo of two snakes in an

ourobouros pattern. Grabbing the book and ditching school, Bastian hides in the school's attic and

begins to read a book that will change his (and our) life.
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